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A website of sermon illustrations gave the following 
Illustration.: 

Michael A. Guido of Metter, Georgia, columnist of several 
newspapers writes: 

 "An artist in Mexico lost his right hand while 
working on a statue. But he did not give up his work. He 
learned to carve with his left hand. His beautifully finished 
masterpiece was called 'In Spite Of.' 

 "A sound body, a brilliant mind, a cultural 
background, a huge amount of money, a wonderful 
education -- none of these guarantee success. Booker T. 
Washington was born in slavery. Thomas Edison was deaf. 
Abraham Lincoln was born of illiterate parents. Lord 
Byron had a clubfoot. Robert Louis Stevenson had 
tuberculosis. Alexander Pope was a hunchback. Admiral 
Nelson had only one eye. Julius Caesar was an epileptic. 
But these men made history in spite of their handicaps. 
And there was Louis Pasteur, so near-sighted that he had a 
difficult time finding his way in his laboratory without 
glasses. There was Helen Keller, who could not hear or see, 
but who graduated with honors from a famous college. 

 "Got a handicap? Call on the Lord. No problem is 
too big for Him, or too small. He will make everything 
'work together for good' -- if you trust Him." 

 Surely, Guido understands the nature of the human 
spirit to overcome all obstacles, and that by the power of 
God!  Source Unknown. 

This illustration points out the truth and power of 
Philippians 4:11-13 (NLT), when it says, 11 Not that I was 
ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with 

whatever I have. 12 I know 
how to live on almost 
nothing or with everything. I 
have learned the secret of 
living in every situation, 
whether it is with a full 
stomach or empty, with 
plenty or little. 13 For I can do 

everything through Christ, who gives me strength. 

Trials and challenges of every kind, we cannot escape in 
this world of sin and sorrow.  However, we do have a 
great and mighty God that promises to walk with us and 
provide for us so that we might bring glory and honor to 
Him.  As we bring glory and honor to our Lord God, we 
discover that this is living with the greatest fulfillment 
and joy that one can ever imagine.  Satan has fooled us 
into thinking that when we live for ourselves and for the 
self-fulfillment of all of our desires, this will bring us the 
greatest joy and fulfillment.  Satan has been pushing this 
evil thought and desire upon mankind ever since the 
Garden of Eden.   

The greatest joy and fulfillment is realized when we 
come to love Jesus with all of our 
heart, mind, and soul and when 
we are used to fulfill His desires 
and wishes.  When we are fully 
submitted to loving and serving 
our Lord and Savior, this is when 
we begin to live that abundant life that Jesus talked about 
in John 10:10.  It is as we give up on all of our desires and 
give in to all of His desires that all of our desires become 
enriched to the fullest.   

When Satan fooled us into believing that self-fulfillment 
of our desires was the greatest goal 
to strive for, he was putting us into 
direct conflict with God Himself.  
Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) says, “19 

Don’t store up treasures here on 
earth, where moths eat them and 
rust destroys them, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 Store 

your  treasures   in  heaven,  
Where    moths    and    rust  
cannot destroy, and thieves  
do  not  break  in and  steal.  
21 Wherever your   treasure  
is, there the desires of your  
heart  will   also  be.”    The  
things of this world can all 
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be corrupted and destroyed.  Nothing in this world will endure.  This is why Jesus was striving to get us to focus on 
the things that cannot be destroyed.  Your treasures are the things of the Lord and your greatest treasure is Jesus 
Christ Himself.  Satan wants you to turn from Jesus and turn to your self-desires.  Jesus wants you to turn to Him 
where there is life and life eternal.   

There is no power on earth that is greater than our Heavenly Father.  This means that there is no power on earth 
that can prevent us from accomplishing the will of the Father.  However, our Heavenly 
Father does not force His will on us, so the weakest element in God’s will being 
accomplished is “I” or “Me.”  We can turn away from the Lord and refuse to do His will.  It 
will never be because we cannot do His will.  It will always be because we will not do His 
will.  It is always a matter of our will.  Let’s will to do the will of the Father in Heaven.   
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Wednesday, March 2Wednesday, March 2Wednesday, March 2   

tototo   

Tuesday, March 15Tuesday, March 15Tuesday, March 15   

You are invited to an island wide 
gathering of women: 

America is in trouble. 

Join Franklin Graham for a Prayer Rally at the Hawaii State Capitol. 
 

Wednesday, February 24 
1–2 p.m. 

Capitol Lawn Adjacent to Statue 
 

As our nation’s moral foundation continues to crumble, I am visiting each of 

the 50 states during the Decision America Tour and challenging Christians 

to pray fervently and live out their faith at home, in public, and at the ballot 

box. I will also share the Gospel, which has the power to transform hearts. 
 

Will you join me at your state capitol next week? Plan now to bring your 

friends, family, and church. Let’s stand together for Jesus Christ. 
 

—Franklin Graham  

NOTE:  Rally will be streamed live at www.decisionamericatour.com 
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The Greatest Joy Is Still to Come 
Article by David Mathis  

Published February 10, 2016  Article may be found at: http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-greatest-joy-is-still-to-come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we say that joy is not optional in the Christian life, we don’t mean that we ever have it in full in this life. 

We can promise joy in all its fullness, but that doesn’t mean we minimizing the significant hurdles, barriers, 
and infringements we face this side of heaven. And it doesn’t mean that we taste it all now with no explosive 
increase still to come. 

Yes, God commands that we be happy in him, and he stands behind it with his omnipotent help. But no, we 
are never fully happy. Not utterly. Not yet. Not as long as we remain in these bodies of sin, in this world of 
suffering, with an Enemy and his armies plotting against us. And not as long as we’re still yet to see Jesus 
face to face. There is no fullness of joy without the fullness of Jesus. 

Only in God’s presence is there fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11) — and we’re not yet in his presence. Only at his 
right hand — where Jesus sits enthroned as the divine-human sovereign over all the universe — do we have 
pleasures evermore. Here we have tastes, by his Spirit and through faith — at times great tastes — but we’re 
not yet seated at the banquet of new creation with plates piled high in his presence. 

 

Partial Joy Still Glorifies God 

Now we see in a mirror dimly; then we will see him face to face (1 Corinthians 13:9–12). Now we know in part 
— and experience joy in part — but when the perfect comes and the partial passes away, we will know him 
without obstruction and have fullness of joy, a fullness that never stops growing. 

That does not minimize the joy that is offered to us now. The pleasure in Jesus we pursue and have in this life 
may never be full, but it is real. Delight in God does not need to be untainted to truly honor him. He really is 
glorified in every real measure of our joy in him, from the moment we believe until the moment we see him. 
When we choose the pleasure of pleasing him over pleasing sinful desires, we make much of him, even with 
our remaining impurities of heart. There is no wasted joy in Jesus in this life, even though it’s not yet what it 
will be. 

 

Joy Now Is Just a Taste 

The incomplete joy in Jesus we have now — with its roller-coaster ups and downs, its twists and turns, its 
frustrating enigmas and pleasant surprises — is not separate from the fullness of joy that is coming. Today’s 
seeds and stalks are organically related to the coming flowers and fruit. 
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The Greatest Joy Is Still to Come 
Article by David Mathis  

(page 2 of 2) 

Joy here is a taste of the joy to come. When we rejoice now, even and especially in suffering, we do so 
knowing that greater rejoicing will come when Jesus comes. “Rejoice insofar as you share in Christ’s 
sufferings,” writes the apostle Peter, “that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed” (1 
Peter 4:13). 

Our joy, like our holiness, remains incomplete until we see him face to face. God has reserved this signal 
honor for his Son at his second coming. “When he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:2–3). The joy we have 
now is not disconnected from the joy to come, but in anticipation of its arrival (1 Peter 1:8). 

Complete Joy Is Coming 

“You have sorrow now,” says Jesus, “but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 
your joy from you” (John 16:22). When we see him face to face, our joy will finally be full and unencumbered. 
And it will be indomitable. No one will take your joy from you. 

Our human souls ache not only for the divine, but for the divine-human. Our God-shaped vacuum is actually 
cut for the God-man. Jesus is the visible, human image of the gloriously invisible God (Colossians 1:15). He is 
the radiance of the Father’s glory (Hebrews 1:3) that streams to light our human eyes. He is the exact imprint 
of his nature (Hebrews 1:3) and stoops so far as to take on ours (Hebrews 2:14; Philippians 2:6–8). In Jesus 
“the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). To see and enjoy the God-man is what it means for 
man to see and enjoy God (John 14:9). For all eternity, Jesus will make the Father known to us (John 1:18). 

For those of us joined to Jesus by faith, he has already cut for us the path to fullness of joy. He has opened 
our mouths, and puts glorious drops of honey on our tongues. But there is a great feast to come. Fullness of 
joy is not here yet. The best tastes in this lifetime will one day soon be swallowed up in a fullness of pleasure 
beyond what we can even fathom now. 

The greatest joy is still to come. 
 

 
                                                                                   
DAVID MATHIS 

© by the Author  

 

David Mathis (@davidcmathis) is executive editor for desiringGod.org, pastor at Cities Church in 

Minneapolis/Saint Paul, and adjunct  professor for Bethlehem College & Seminary. He is author of 

Habits of Grace: Enjoying Jesus through the Spiritual Disciplines. 

Missionary Spotlight: 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~    
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

     

Children are a gift from the Lord.; 

they are a reward from Him.  

Psalms 127:3 (NLT) 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Feb 25-27 
Linda, Pauline, Kathy, 

Marion 

 

Week of Mar 3-5 
Volunteers Needed 

 

Week of  Mar 10-12 
Volunteers Needed 

Week of Mar 17-19 

Edwards, Reimann, 
Balberdi 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

Volunteers to help with 

childcare during the 

worship service hour. 

Sign-up at  

back table! 

 

Be in the know  
Join our text alerts 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by re-
plying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808) 670-3442 instead 



 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

6:45 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

call Church Of-

fice 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 27March 27March 27   

at Waikapuat Waikapuat Waikapu   



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

  February 2016 

 

 21 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting 

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

 22 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

 24 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 28 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 29 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 

March 2016 

    2 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
  Pastor Jeremy on vacation till 3/15 

    6 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES        

   6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 

   7 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary  

  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 

   9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

All I Am 

Awesome Is The Lord Most High 

At The Cross (Love Ran Red) 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

A Rose Garden Has Never Been Promised 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro  
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Ephesians 6:10-20  

 

I. We are in a ______________and it has not ______________. 

 

 A. Called to put on the _____________   _____________ of God. 

   

 B. An illustrated _______________.   

  

II. Our battle is not against ____________ and ____________. 

 

 A. The real battle is a ___________________  _____________. 

   

 B. Our ___________________in _____________is Jesus Christ. 

 

III. The Battle Plan 

 

 A. To be _____________   _____________. 

   

 B. The _________________. 

   

 C. The ________________. 
 
 
 
NOTES: 


